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CLINICS, 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Excision of the Elbow-Joint.—On Wed- 
nesday, October 17, Mr. Ericusen resected 
the elbow-joint of a boy, aged 11, at Uni- 
versity College Hospital. The lad had suf- 
fered from the disease for five years and 
was failing in health. There were no 
sinuses ; but the joint was generally swol- 
len, and there was no fluctuation to the 
radial side. Mr. Erichsen, in his remarks 
in the theatre previous to the operation, 
stated that he did not expect to find the dis- 
ease involving the whole of the joint. He 
should, however, remove the ends of all the 
bones entering into its formation, as it was 
found that otherwise it was difficult to get 
proper union, and even if union were ob- 
tained, it was usually by bony anchylosis 
inatead of by fibrous tissue. The operation 





was performed by the single longitudinal 
incision, as practised by Professor Langen- 
beck. It was to be preferred, Mr. Erichsen 
remarked, to the T or H incision, as the 
wound made was not so extensive, and it 
did not result in a cicatrix across the joint. 
The removed joint was found much disor- 
ganized. The cartilage on the inner surface 
of the olecranon was destroyed and replaced 
by a red fibro-plastic material. The surface 
of the greater sigmoid notch was almost 
destitute of cartilage. 

In some subsequent clinical remarks Mr. 
Erichsen remarked that in extensive disease 
of the elbow there were three courses open 
to the surgeon. He might attempt to cure 
the disease by rest and@attention to the 
general health, and thus get anchylosis. 
Amputation might also be resorted to, but 
this was now quite discarded in cases both 
of injury and disease, and the third course, 
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excision, was the operative procedure gene- 
rally resorted to. This latter operation was 
one which seldom ended fatally, except by 
death from pysmia, and such other causes 
as are common to all operations, and did not 
apply to this more than to any other, Mr. 
Erichsen stated that he had known death 
follow in one or two instances in which the 
operation was performed when the disease 
was in an acute stage. The ultimate result 
obtained was generally very satisfactory, all 
the motions of the joint being preserved— 
pronation, supination, flexion, and extension. 
In reference to operation in a case in which, 
as in the present, there were no sinuses 
leading to the diseased joint, he stated that 
as arule it was better not to operate. In 
this case the swelling was limited, had ex- 
isted for a long time, and was always tender ; 
and again the laxity of the joint pointed to 


implication of the ligaments, and rendered } 


the diagnosis of extensive disease more cer- 
tain. In reference to the after-treatment, he 
thought it better not to put the limb on a 
splint with the joint flexed, but at first nearly 


straight, and after two or three days to place § 


it at a right angle, betwixt pronation and 
supination.—Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 
3, 1260. 


Reduction of a Dislocation at the Hip by 
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dorsum ilii. Extension by means of pulleys 

» had been tried without success before his 
admission into the hospital. Mr. Bryant, 
under whose care the man came, had him 
placed under the influence of chloroform, 
and at once succeeded by the manipulation 
method in reducing the dislocation. Very 
little force was found requisite. —Med. Times 
and Gaz., Nov. 10, 1860. 

Chronic Mammary Abscess; Successful 
Treatment by Strapping, ¢c. — Chronic 
mammary abscess, or, as it is sometimes 
called, encysted abscess of the breast, is a 
disease of considerable interest, inasmuch . 
as it is in itself a tedious and often painful 
affection, and, closely simulating other 
more serious diseases of the same part, has 
many times been mistaken for tumour of 
the breast. A good illustrative case is now 
under the care of Mr. Coulson, in St. Mary’s 
Hospital :— 

S. T——, aged twenty, single, a female 
servant, the history of whose affection dates 
back two years and a half. As is usually 
the case with chronic abscess at this site, its 
‘ origin was unconnected with any acute lac- 
: teal inflammation, but arose without any 
¢ distinct cause; it was attributed by the pa- 
; tient to cold. The first attack was aborted 
‘by prompt treatment. The nipple has re- 





Manipulation, after pulleys had failed.— ; mained retracted, and the breast subject to 
The practice of reducing dislocations of the { occasiqnal attacks of painful swelling. A 
femur at the hip by manipulation, instead of month ago, it had been unusually inflamed 
pulleys, is now generally adopted in our {and painful, and presented typical features 





hospitals. Not a few cases in which this ; of the disorder. 
method has been found most easy and ef- 
fectual, have occurred at the London Hos- 
pital during the last year or two. In one, 
the man had sustained a fracture of his leg 
on the same side, as well as the dislocation 
at the hip, and it was therefore especially 
desirable to avoid having recourse to violent 
traction. The leg having been first put up 
in splints, the thigh was bent and tilted out- 
wards in the usual manner, and reduction 
was at once effected. A case occurred the 
other day at Guy’s Hospital, which demon- 
strated the superiority of this method, inas- 
much as pulleys had previously been tried 
without success. It also showed that the 
knowledge that this is the easiest method, 
is not as yet so widely diffused in the pro- 
fession as it is desirable that it should be. 
The subject of the dislocation was a man, 
aged 38. He had fallen in wrestling, and 
his left femur had been dieplaced upon the 


The classical authority in surgery says 
that ‘‘the cure of these encysted abscesses 
of the breast may be most conveniently 

seffected by making a puncture into them, 
‘and then passing a seton across them in a 
perpendicular direction; the inflammation 
thus excited in the tumour will speedily 
lead to its being softened down, and even- 
tually disappearing.” T'he treatment which 
Mr. Coulson adopted in this case, and which 
he commonly employs with success, was of 
a milder character. Scott’s ointment was 
applied to the breast on lint; strips of plaster, 
of an inch and a half ip breadth, were then 
placed tightly around this dressing, and the 
whole carefully bandaged. Four days sub- 
sequently, Mr. Coulson caused the dressing 
to be removed and renewed. The improve- 
ment in the case was very marked, and the 
disease is fast progressing to a cure.—Lancet, 
Nov. 24, 1860. 














Spontaneous Pelvic Abscess.—It is seldom 
indeed that an abscess presentsitself in either 
the pelvis or the abdumen without some as- 
signable cause. When occurring in the 
former, it is usually from the effects of par- 
turition; and sometimes an abscess may 
arise in some part of the abdomen or pelvis 
as the result of vertebral disease. At the 
present time there is a female, aged fifty- 
five years, in Mary ward at St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital, who was admitted on the 
21st of September, under Dr. Farre’s care, 
with pain in the right flank, which had been 
present for about ten months, and for which 
she could assign no cause. Her last child 
was born eighteen years ago, and she had a 
miscarriage ten years since; the catamenia 
have ceased for some years. She resides in 
the City-road, and has been in the habit of 
lifting a heavy pail, and now and then has 
felt a ‘‘rick in her side.’’ There was no 
appreciable swelling on admission, but there 
was pain, With rigors and quick pulse. The 
bowels were always regular. Fluctuation 
was perceptible, and in a few days an ab- 
scess pointed in three places; it was opened 
above Poupart’s ligament, and three cupfuls 
of matter were let out. This was followed 
by considerable relief, and when we last 
saw her she was improving under the use 
of good diet, wine, and quinine, and her 
pulse was 120. It seems most probable 
that the suppnration commenced in the 
pelvis, whatever the true cause of it may 
have been, but there is no evidence to prove 
that it arose from injury; nor from the 
cecum, because there was no induration 
around that part of the alimentary canal, 
and the bowels have always been regular.— 
Lancet, Nov. 24, 1860. 





Removal of a Fibro- Plastic Tumour from 
the Parotid Region.—An interesting case 
of tumour in the region of the parotid gland 
was submitted to the operation of removal 
at St. George’s Hospital, on the 8th inst., 
by Mr. Prescott Hewitt. The history is 
that of non-malignancy. The patient is a 
healthy-looking woman, twenty-four years 
of age, a lady’s maid, who has had a tumour 
in the left side of the neck, extending under 
and behind the angle and ramus of the jaw 
in the parotid space, for a period of twenty 
years. She never suffered any inconvenience 
from it, but it caused some deformity. About 
six months back she consulted a surgeon 
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and fodide of potassium, which she took 
whilst travelling in Scotland with her mis- 
tress. At the same time she thought she 
might loosen the growth to expedite absorp- 
tion, and every day worked away at it. This 
manipulation had the effect of increasing the 
vitality of the tumour, and in a very short 
time it was fully one-third larger than it had 
been for so many years. ()n her return to 
town she became a patient in St. George’s 
Hospital, and the morbid growth was re- 
moved under chloroform. For the purpose 
of avoiding vessels and nerves, Mr. Hewett 
made a vertical incision rather at the back 
of the tumour, and then another posteriorly 
at right angles, giving the wholea T shape ; 
this enabled him to get behind it, and after 
a little cautious dissection the mass readily 
turned out, and resembled a potato in its 
form and smoothness. A branch of the 
facial nerve, which covered the tumour, 
was carefully detached and held on one side 
by Mr. Pollock with a hook; no herve 
therefore was wounded, nor even any small 
vessels—a circumstance somewhat unusual 
in operations in this situation. On section, 
the nature of the tumour was found to be 
fibro-plastic, with a few cartilaginous masses 
imbedded in it, thus forming a conglomera- 
tion of the enchondromatous and fibro- 
plastic. The parotid gland in the present 
instance was normal ; a part of it overlapped 
the tumour, and was dissected away from 
it. Weare glad to say that the patient is 
doing well, and will probably make a good 
recovery.— Lancet, Nov. 24, 1860, 


Tumour of the Palm of the Hand simulat- 
ing a Ganglion.—The situation of ganglia 
is usually on the back of the wrist or on 
the dorsum of the foot; that is to: say, the 
simple ganglia which lie upon the sheaths 
of tendons. The compound ganglia, how- 
ever, are chiefly met with in the palm of 
the hand, and the dorsum, sole, or inner 
side of the foot. They constitute a dilata- 
tion of the sheath of the tendons, and vary 
in size and shape according to the number 
of tendons implicated. Of the various parts 
of the palm of the hand in which they do 
occur, they are very rarely found situated 
upon the base of the middle finger; we, 
however, lately observed a tumour in that 
situation which strongly simulated a gan- 
glion. A young man, a clerk by occupation, 
presented himself before Mr. Erichsen, at 





about it, who prescribed a mixture of bark 


University College Hospital, with a globu- 
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lar, semi-elastic tumour of his left hand, at {proved by the occurrence at the Hopital 
the base of the middle finger, which had } Laribossi¢re of a death from the above cause 
the ordinary characters of a ganglion—so } after an operation for the extirpation of piles, : 
much so, indeed, that it was believed to be $ although, as very justly observes one of the 
one. It was punctured, and nothing but} leading journals here, the Journal of Prac- 
blood came away. Some months later he } tical Medicineand Surgery, it has yet to be 
again applied at the hospital, and stated } proved whether in the statistical reports of 
that it proved such a source of discomfort such operations, either by écraseur or other 
to him that he would undergo any measure paris 9 fatal terminations be not occasion- 
to get rid of it. Chloroform was therefore 3 ally observed also. M. Chassaignac’s error 
given on the 3d of October, and an incision has hitherto undoubtedly consisted in too 
having been made across the tumour longi- } generous an excision of healthy tissue—a 
tudinally, it was carefully dissected out. It { proceeding which has been followed by the 
lay upon but did not involve the flexor $ formation of a large and progressively con- 
tendon of the middle finger, and on making } tracting cicatrix. The alarm has now been 
a section of it, it proved to be a cyst, with } pretty widely given in France at least, and 
a part of its wall much thickened, and con- { operators will for the future be more econo- 
taining sanguineo-serous fluid. Mr. Erich- }mical in their dealings with the mucous 
sen pronounced it not to be a ganglion, but {membrane of the rectum. If M. Chassaig- 
strongly resembling one. The size of the {nac possess any imitators in England, it 
tumour was that of a small chestnut. The } will be well for them to take a timely warn- 
man has been doing well since the operation. }ing.—Lancet, Nov. 10, 1860. 
The case is of interest as proving the diffi- — 
culty experienced sometimes in making 
out the true nature of these tumours. when 
growing in the localities usually occupied} Clinical Lecture on a Case of Phthisis 
by ganglia.— Lancet, Nov. 3, 1860. Pulmonalis, in which Amputation of the Foot 
_ had been performed. Delivered at Grosve- 
Evil Effects resulting from the Use of the | nor-place School of Medicine, Nov. 3, 1860. 
Ecraseur for the Removal of Hemorrhoids. ; By Dr. Ricoarpson.—In bringing this case 
—M. Netarton drew attention, some time } before the class, Dr. Richardson remarked : 
since, to the occasional occurrence of trau- } You are aware, gentlemen, that during this 
matic stricture of the rectum as a conse- {year we intend to meet every Saturday 
quence of the use ‘of the écraseur. In a} morning, to conduct a demonstration of dis- 
clinical lecture last spring he noticed this } ease, either from the living subject, or from 
drawback to the use of M. Chassaignac’s } some post-mortem specimen derived from a 
favourite instrument, and said that many of } case with the history of which we are fami- 
the patients who had been operated on 7 liar. I shall sometimes perform this duty, 
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had reason to regret the exchange of a bear- } while at other times it will, I hope, be un- 


able complaint for a veritable torment. M.?dertaken by one or other of my colleagues. 
Chassaignac, who is not the man to abandon }I shall never come before you with the mere 
a cause he has once declared a good one, at} notes of a case ready prepared, simply to 
once set about a modification of his original read them out; but I shall on every occa- 


plan, and now, instead of including the whole } sion, when we have a patient, take from the 
mass of the hemorrhoidal tumour within the i patient, as far as he can give it, the history 
loop of his instrument, and removing it as} of his case at the time he is before you. 
if it were a polypoid growth, he contents | You shall hear his own account, and, as we 
himself with the excision of the crown of ; follow out the diagnosis, you shall take down 
the tumour, trusting to the subsequent in- jin a note-book, specially retained for this 
flammation and cicatricial contraction to’ purpose, deliberately and carefully, every 
effect the rest of the process of obliteration } fact exactly as I record it in my own journal. 
requisite for the accomplishment of the cure. } Now, the patient before us on the present 
This new method, however, does not give } occasion is a young man, twenty-one years 
the patient the benefit of one of the great ‘old. He tells us that he is a lever-escape- 
advantages attached to the use of the €cra- }ment maker, and has been much confined 
seur under ordinary circumstances—namely, } at his business in-doors—a very important 
the perfect immunity from hemorrhage, as? point always to elicit, this one of occupation. 
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He has been ill four years; and we learn 
from him that his father died from an acci- 


dent, that his mother is living and well, yi 


that there is no special hereditary taint in 
his family. His habits have been temperate ; 


his face, you will observe, is expressive of? 


debility, and his body is deficient in flesh. 
On the 21st of November, 1856, having 


been previously in good health, he was seized ; 


with giddiness, while sitting at his work, and 
fell off his stool insensible. He remained ill 
with brain symptoms for fourteen days, but 
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twelve months, during which time he grew 
worse, the cough increased, there was more 
expectoration, the night-sweats were much 
aggravated, and for many nights he lay en- 
tirely sleepless from pain in the joint. 

On November 25, 1859, he was admitted 
to the Royal Infirmary for Diseases of the 
Chest, under my care; the cough was then 
very severe ; there were evidences of tuber- 
cle in both lungs, and the tubercular crepi- 
tation in the apex of the left lung was large 
and moist. The left ankle was entirely 


eventually recovered. He took cold a fort-; disorganized; on the anterior surface were 
4 


night afterwards, and then commenced to 
suffer from cough. From this time for 
twelve months he suffered from hacking- 
cough, which did not keep him from work, 





but was attended with night perspirations 
and loss of flesh. 
On the 24th of July, 1857, he got a sprain 


four deep and wide sinuses, which commu- 
nicated with the articulation. 

The heavy boot was withdrawn; as much 
exercise out of doors as possible was ordered ; 
cod-liver oil and one grain of quinine were 
given three times a day; and five grains of 
gallic acid with one-third of a: grain of 


in the left ankle, and the joint afterwards} morphia every night—with full diet. 


took to swelling, very slowly, with great 


He continued under this treatment until 


pain and hardness, Thisrendered him more} February 1, 1860, the Ifng disease not 


restless and anxious even than the cough. 

On October 16, 1857, he was admitted 
into St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, under Mr. 
Lawrence; he remained there nine months, 
during six of which he was in bed. Within 
one week after his entrance into the hospital 
hemoptysis came on and continued at in- 
tervals for a month, after which it subsided. 

The foot was first treated by leeching, 
afterwards by poultices, which were con- 
tinued for six wecks, and then a point having 
appeared anteriorly, an incision was made, 
but nothing followed. 

Internally he had a mixture for his cough, 
and cod-liver oil, with good diet. 

On three different occasions amputation 
of the foot was contemplated, but each time 
the operation was deferred owing to existing 
disease in the lungs. 

He was discharged at the end of nine 
months uncured. 

The patient then passed under the treat- 
ment of a homeopathic practitioner, who 
put the foot in a heavy iron-splint (which 
weighed six pounds) with an adjusting screw; 
by means of the screw attempts were made 
every fourteen days at extension. 

The joint, during this time, was more 


becoming materially worse, but the anxiety 
from the pain in the foot, together with the 
discharge, were increased. 

On the 2d of February, 1860, Mr. Wm. 
Adams saw the case in consultation, and on 
the 16th he removed the diseased foot by 
Pirogoff’s operation at the Great Northern 
Hospital. The operation was performed 
under chloroform. 

At theend of the first fortnight the wound 
was nearly closed, but there was a little dis- 
charge at the side for six months. 

Immediately on the removal of the foot 
the chest symptoms, and all the signs of 
debility, began to improve, and on June 
18th an examination of the chest showed 
dulness on percussion on the left side in the 
apex of the left lung ; but an entire absence 
of crepitation from both lungs, and of all the 
acute signs of phthisis. At this date 'the 
patient had resumed his old employment and 
continued at it until the latter end of Sep- 
$tember. He could walk on the stump and 
do a good day’s work. 

At the latter end of September he again 
began to cough, and on the 18th of October 
he spat a little blood. 

November 3.—At the present time the 
















































enlarged than ever, and presented four open; condition of the patient is as follows: The 
wounds. The main treatment consisted in } stump is entirely healed, and presents a per- 
endeavouring to put the foot straight, the’ fect cushion, he can bear his own weight 
toes being directed somewhat downwards. } upon it without any difficulty or pain; he 
A liniment was also used for the foot. 

He was subjected to these measures for 


sleeps well, but perspires at night; there is 
some emaciation; the conformation of the 
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chest is good, but there is deficiency of re- } in this class an operation is really advisable 
spiration on the left side; there is marked ; it is difficult to say. But there is a second 
dulness on percussion on the left side in the 3 ; class, of which the patient whose history 
subclavicular region, and also over the lower ; has been adduced is a type, in which the 
part of right lung anteriorly ; there is further ; development of phthisis occurs purely from 
dulness, not so marked, on both sides of the ; confinement in an impure air, and where 
chest posteriorly ; on auscultation, there is} the disease of a joint is the result of an in- 
increased vocal resonance on the left side in‘ jury. Here there is no common or consti- 
the subclavicular region, with deficient; tutional cause for the two disorders; and 
respiratory murmur, while lower down, ‘here, whenever such diagnosis can be de- 
towards the nipple, there is small dry crepi- ; termined, the removal of the diseased limb 
tation. There is the same kind of crepita- } should obviously be the first point of prac- 
tion in the lower anterior portion of the right ; tice, and specially so if it is clear that the 
lung. ; limb itself cannot be saved, and if its pre- 
The patient is again taking cod-liver oil, ; sence is the cause of constantly exhausting 
quinine, and the opiate gallic acid pill. Such ; discharge and pain. 
are the facts—you will now each one exa-} There is another point of practice to be 
mine the patient for yourselves, as you have | observed. In many cases of death from 
seen me examine him. ; chloroform the patients have been found 
Observations.—Afier the examination of } after death presenting tubercle of the lungs. 
the patient by the class, Dr. Richardson } This, consequently, caused an anxiety to 
continued—Now the great practical interest ; the operators in the case narrated, but the 
of the case turn#on the question of the in- ; chloroform was administered without the 
fluence of the operation that has been per- ; occurrence of irregularity of the pulse, or 
formed on the progress of the symptoms. ; other bad sign, and the recovery was rapid 
It is quite clear that in this instance the ; after the narcotic was withdrawn. 
removal of the diseased foot has not only; Finally, as regardsthe present recurrence 
arrested the course of the phthisical affection, } of tuberculosis in the subject of this lecture, 
but has produced virtually a cure. Was it, ;it is to be traced to the same cause as in 
then, right in every case so complicated, to , the preceding attack, namely, to long-con- 
remove the offending part? The common: tinued exposure toan impure air in an occu- 
view is against operation in such cases ; the ' pation for which no active muscular exercise 
theory being that the discharge from a dis- } is demanded. If this patient can get the 
eased structure, such as this man presented } means to live in the fresh air, he will re- 
in his foot, acts as a derivative, and prevents } cover; and, indeed, during a short respite 
the progress of the more fatal disease in the ; from his business, he has already begun to 
lungs. So distinguished a surgeon and} show decisive signs of convalescence.— 
authority as Mr. Lawrence, than whom : Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 24, 1860. 
there is no one more practically learned, } 
hesitated, and at length refused to operate in > — 
the case in hand. Nevertheless, after two > 
years’ further suffering and exhaustion, the » MEDICAL NEWS. 
operation has been performed successfully, ? ; . 
and this is the third example which I have ? DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
seen ofasimilar kind. ° Silver Sutures in Surgery.—Dr. T. C. 
I am bound to say, therefore, with great } Morrart, Physician in chief of the Sea- 
deference, that experience is not altogether ; man’s Retreat, gives (American Med. Times, 
against an operation in such examples; for, ; Dec. 15, 1860,) a very favourable report of 
in the case under discussion, the man would } the use of silver sutures. He states that 
have been dead long since but for the opera- ‘in the use of the suture, for the introduc- 
tion. There are two classes of cases in; tion of which we are indebted to our talented 
which tubercle may be connected with} ; and accomplished friend, Dr. Sims, I have 
disease of the joints; in the one class the } ‘had considerable experience. For three 
patient presents evidence of hereditary ; years past T have used nothing else in ope- 
scrofulous and phthisical taint, and the local ; rations of every kind where sutures have 
manifestations of disease are conjoint indi- been required. In all amputations, from 
cations of constitutional disorder. Whether ‘that of the thigh to the fingers, I have almost 
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invariably employed the silver suture alone. } properties. It is said to be twice as heavy 
Its advantages are manifold and palpable ; {as water, which, from its composition, is 
indeed, I can heartily subscribe to all that } : impossible, It is said to be sedative, dia- 
an enthusiastic friend has said of them, so: : phoretic, astringent, antispasmodic, diuretic, 
far as my experience will warrant me in‘ etc., and to improve the pulse in all imagi- 
saying anything at all. My custom is, in nable respects, including that of increasing 
large amputations, to put in so many of; it by decreasing the frequency of the beats ; 
them as perfectly to coaptate the flaps, and: and finally, the sum of its impossibilities 
to leave them in as long as they subserve { accomplished, has the accustomed climax of 
any useful purpose. They may be allowed ‘such cases, namely, that it cures consump- 
to remain for an indefinite period without tion in about the usual proportion of cases, 
the risk of exciting undue inflammation or ;namely, eight out of twelve, and all of the 
even irritation. I have often left them in}usual undoubted diagnosis and gravity. 
until after the stump had healed entirely, / That any mixture not absolutely antagonistic 
without occasioning inconvenience of any ; in its elements, containing two-thirds of its 
kind. They always hold the parts in more ; weight of chloroform, and eight grains of 
perfect apposition than silk can do, for the { muriate of morphia, in nine drachms, beside 
reason that they do not appear to cause any hydrocyanic acid and Indian hemp, should 
suppuration at all. ‘ be sedative in effect, is not surprising ; and 
_ the molasses, capsicum, and peppermint are 
Chlorodyne. By Dr. Epwarp Squrss,{so many additional shot to be fired into the 
of Brooklyn.— This most extraordinary } ‘ bushes; but the perchloric acid is a novelty, 


humbug does not deserve a moment’s serious ; Hitherto regarded chiefly as a chemical cu- 


consideration ; and were it not for the cir- ; riosity, it now makes its appearance in the 
cumstance that physicians occasionally { materia medica under circumstances most 
resort to it by name, or by its being mis- ; unfavourable for obtaining any definite cha- 
represented, and without a due knowledge ; racter or classification. In the small quan- 
of its heterogeneous composition and ; tity in which it enters the company of these 


quackish character, it could be little else} powerful narcotics, its chance of effecting 
than waste of time and space to allude to it.} anything more than the peppermint and 
It claims English origin, or rather to have ; molasses is remarkably small. The whole 
been invented in the English East India} thing is, in effect, an absurd sarcasm upon 
service; and in order to secure for it the;the appetite for novelty and complexity, 
magical power of mystery and large names, } which appetite, in a portion of the medical 
its composition was concealed, or indefinitely } profession, is industriously catered to by the 
stated as a combination of perchloric acid; crowd of nostram—or rather money — 
and a new alkaloid. Then it was stated to} makers, who are so easily found in the ranks 
have been analyzed by a Dr. Ogden ; and} of all sciences and professions.— American 
the latter is represented as having given the} Medical Times, Dec. 8, 1860. 

formula by which it is prepared. As it _ 

never could have been either invented or; St. Joseph’s Hospital.—The new building 
analyzed, it is not improbable that its whole } of this highly useful charity will probably 
story and career are fictitious. It mainly } be completed and open for patients during 
consists of chloroform and muriate cf mor- } the present month, and in view of this event 
phia, but contains besides, perchloric acid, } the medical staff of the institution has been 
oil of peppermint, hydrocyanic acid, tinc-{ enlarged. It now consists of Drs. A. Stillé, 
ture of capsicum, molasses, and tincture of} Wm. V. Keating, Wm. Keller, and S. W. 
cannabis. Such a villanous mixture could; Mitchell, as physicians; Drs. W. B. Page, 
never by any possibility have been invented, } J. B. McClellan, J. Brinton, and S. D. 
though it may have resulted from some un- Gross, as surgeons; Drs. J. D. Bryant and 
common degree of empirical ignorance and‘ A. C. Bournonville, obstetricians. 
stupidity ; and such a mixture, once made, | - 

would have defied the skill and knowledge ; Asylum for Idiots.—In our foreign de- 
of any analyst whatever, chemical or logical. ; { partment will be found a very interesting 
And yet an analysis is said to have been { account of the celebrated institution for the 
made, and the proportions are given in { instruction of idiots at Abendberg ; and we 
drachms, drops, and grains. Then of its ; will take this occasion to call attention to an 
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ably conducted institution for the same pur- 
pose at Media, about twenty miles from 
Philadelphia, under the supervision of a very 
zealous and conscientious physician, Dr. 
Parrish. 

Letheon Patent.—We see it stated in the 
journals that that modest individual, Dr. 
Morton, of Boston, applied recently to the 
Commissioner of Patents for the extension 
of the patent granted to him, conjointly 
with Dr. C. Jackson, for the use of sulphu- 
ric ether for the production of anesthesia. 
Dr. Jackson having protested against this 
extension, the application has been refused ; 
the Commissioner deciding that where a 
patent has been originally granted to two 
joint discoverers, they must unite in an? 
application for its extension. 

Profits of Quack Advertisements in News- 
papers.—The New York Tribune states 
that it is to receive over $31,000 for one 
year’s insertion of a quack advertisement in 
its daily, semi-weekly, and weekly issues. 
It states that this will prove a profitable in- 
vestment to the advertiser, in which case 
this enormous sum of money will, of course, 
be drawn from the readers of that paper, 
and be paid back to the quack for his 
worthless preparation. The universal pa- 
nacea now put forward is called the ‘‘ Ce- 
phalic Pills.” We hope the profession 
will, as far as possible, prevent this ‘‘ En- 
terprising Business Man,’’ as he is styled, 
from realizing the contemplated profits from 
his investment.—American Medical Times, 
Dec. 16, 1869. 
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Woorara in Epilepsy.—M. Taierce.in, 
struck by the counteraction of artificially 
produced convulsions by woorara, has been 
led to administer the drug in the treatment 
of several convulsive diseases, more espe- 
cially epilepsy, and with most marked effect. 
Particulars of two cases of epilepsy, which 
had resisted a variety of previous treatment, 
were laid before the members of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences at their last sitting. One 
of the subjects treated by woorara was a 
young man, aged twenty-three. In him 
the disease was hereditary and congenital. 
The patient had passed four years at Char- 
enton, and was accounted incurable. The 
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number of attacks during the month 
amounted to twenty, whereof the greater 
part was most severe. The second case 
was that of a girl of seventeen, a sufferer 
from epilepsy for eight years past, and dur- 
ing the last twelvemonth subject to daily 
fits, Under the influence of the woorara 
treatment (the drug being applied daily in 
doses varying from half a grain to a grain 
to the suppurating surface of a blister), the 
attacks diminished in frequency, so consid- 
erably that in the first case they fell in num- 
ber from twenty to five per month, and in 
the second from twenty-nine or thirty to 
eight. Not only did the frequency of the 
fits decrease, but a striking general im- 
provement occurred in the health of both 
patients, and a marked diminution of the 
nervous irritability always accompanying 
epilepsy was also noticed. Unfortunately, 
the treatment could only be persisted in for 
eight weeks, as the stock of woorara ran 
short; nevertheless, the results obtained 
were decidedly of a nature to encourage 
other practitioners in following in the foot- 
steps of M. Thiercelin.—Zancet, Dec. 1, 
1860. 


Effects of Alcohol, Carbonic Acid, and the 
Various Anaesthetics on the Nervous System 
of Animals.—M. Lallemand communicated, 
recently, to the Academy of Sciences a se- 
ries of experiments undertaken by MM. 
Perrin and Duroy to elucidate this ques- 
tion. Three ounces of alcohol mixed with 
an equal quantity of water were given in 
three equal doses, at a quarter of an hour’s 
interval, to a large-sized dog. After the 
lapse of an hour the animal was in a com- 
plete state of intoxication, the muscular 
system being relaxed, the skin and conjunc- 
tive perfectly insensible to the touch, the 
pulse 120, and the respiration 22 per minute. 
The posterior arches of the last three dorsal 
vertebrae were now removed, and the spinal 
marrow laid bare for about two inches of its 
length. It was then found that the anterior 
and posterior columns of the cord, and the 
anterior and posterior roots of the spinal 
cord, could be pricked, seized with forceps, 
and pinched or pulled, without eliciting any 
symptom of sensibility or muscular convul- 
sion. The paralysis of the spinal nervous 
sy®em was found to be complete. The 
animal was then let alone for four hours, 
and at the expiration of that period, the alco- 
holic lethargy having considerably subsided, 
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the same excitatory manipulations were re- 
sumed, and the cord was found to have re- 
gained its normal susceptibility, as proved 
by the appearance of the physiological 
manipuletions usually attendant upon the 
employment of local stimulation. In order 
to ascertain the physiological effects of 
carbonic acid, the following experiment 
was performed: The same process of vivi- 
section having been accomplished—namely, 
the removal of the arches of the last three 
dorsal vertebre—the animal was made to 
inhale a mixture of carbonic acid gas and 
watery vapour, and at the end of ten minutes 
became quite motionless and senseless, the 
arterial blood having assumed a dark venous 
hue. It was then found that the posterior 
columns of the cord and the posterior roots 
of the spinal nerves could be pricked, pulled, 
or pinched, without the production of any 
sign of sensibility on the part of the animal; 
but that if, on the other hand, an anterior 
root were pricked, or the anterior column 
of the cord stimulated, convulsive move- 
ments were produced in the dog’s hind 
quarters. Moreover, that if the sciatic nerve 
were bared by incision and irritated, the 
muscles to which it is distributed were im- 
mediately thrown into a state of spasmodic 
* contraction. In other experiments oxide of 
carbon was substituted for carbonic acid with 
the same results. The deductions drawn by 
these physiologists from their recent course 
of investigation tend to establish the fact 
that alcohol, chloroform, and their “‘ kindred 
spirits,’’ act primarily on the nervous cen- 
tres by their actual presence within the nerve- 
substance ; whereas the carbonic gases act 
primarily on the blood only, by the conver- 
sion of the arterial into venous blood; the 
difference of their modes of action being that 
in the first case the anzsthesia is direct and 
primitive, and due to the immediate action 
of the toxical agent on the nerve-matter ; in 
the second, it is indirect and consecutive, 
depending on the action of the modified 
blood upon the nervous centres.—Lancet, 
Nov. 10, 1860. 


A Visit to Graefrath. By Epwin Lez, 
M.D. © 
[We copy the following account of a 
German charlatan who has achieved con- 
siderable notoriety as an oculist, and who 
seems to be the Priessnitz of that depart- 
ment of surgery. He appears to possess 
the usual amount of shrewdness of persons 
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of his craft, since he attracts to his village 
many English patients who leave the ablest 
practitioners at home to be smeared by his 
ointments and nostrums; and he cunningly 
holds his court in an out-of-the-way place, 
where his doings cannot be watched by 
those competent to detect his short-comings 
and expose his fallacies ] 

Graefrath is a village of Rhenish Prussia, 
near Dusseldorf, which has acquired con- 
siderable celebrity from being the residence 
of the distinguished oculist, the Hofrath, Dr. 
De Leuw, towhom many patients resort from 
foreign countries, the number of English 
greatly preponderating over others—several 
of them remaining under treatment for a 
considerable time in the summer months, at 
which season the place is overflowing, though 
the accommodation is but indifferent, con- 
sisting of two or three inns of a primitive 
character, with plain table d’hote dinner at 
one o'clock, and inferior lodgings. There is 
no resource for the recreation of patients or 
of friends,;who may accompany them, but the 
environs are pleasing, and the air is of a brac- 
ing quality. The Hofrath is a spare, deli- 
cate-looking man, of about 65, of quiet, 
unassuming manners, intellectual counte- 
nance, and penetrating eye, not requiring 
the use of glasses. He does not see any 
patients either at his own residence or at their 
lodgings, the only one he has sometimes gone 
to visit being the King of Hanover. He has 
a consulting-rvom at the principal inn, where 
he remains from eight o’clock till two or 
three, and sometimes later, during the greater 
part of which time the entrance-passage— 
there being no waiting-room—is thronged 
with patients of all classes, though two days 
in the week are more especially allotted to 
the poorer class. Many patients have thus 
to wait for hours; it is but seldom that a 
fresh comer can have an interview before a 
day or two. Notwithstanding this con- 
course, the doctor not unfrequently gossips 
with patients for some time about matters 
in which they may be interested, which, it 
is said, he finds necessary, as a relaxation 
from the continuous employment of seeing 
and determining upon eye cases. As may 
be expected, not a few of these cases are 
irremediable, the patients having been in- 
duced to repair to Graefrath as a dernier 
ressort. On announcing my name and 
sending in a letter from a patient at a dis- 
tance, I was, after a short time, cordially 
received, and allowed to be present during 
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the inspection of patients, several of whose 
cases were of considerable interest. The 
Hofrath’s diagnosis in obscure or difficult 
cases is clear and decided. His treatment 
—eschewing in great measure depletive 
means, leeches, purgatives, blistering, etc. 
—mainly consists of the application of un- 
guents or lotions, of a more or less stimulat- 
ing or sedative character, tu the forehead and 
the eyes—nitrate of silver and iodine prepa- 
rations being not unfrequently employed. 
Mercury and other internal remedies, with 
a view to produce an alterative effect upon 
the organs, are not often administered, 
though internal medicines are sometimes 
prescribed to remedy coexisting derange- 
ment of the health. The fee for the poorer 
patients is very low—about a shilling ; that 
for strangers, except for a single consulta- 
tion, is about a Prussian dollar a visit, or 
they give what they please at the termina- 
tion of the treatment. 

The Hofrath originally acquired reputation 
as an oculist by publishing, when an army 
surgeon, a work upon contagious ophthalmia, 
which was at the time highly thought of. 
He has practised in his native village for 
upwards of thirty years, having repeatedly 
refused invitations to reside in capital cities. 
He informed me that he had prepared for 
publication a work on entropion and trichia- 
sis, for which he has operated successfully 
many thousand times. His method, how- 
ever, as far as I could understand, does not 
materially differ from that usually pursued, 
of removing the irritating eyelashes, and 
excising a smaller or larger portion of the 
skin of the inverted lid and uniting with fine 
sutures. He strongly disapproves of the 
operation of excising the margin of the lid, 
as practised by a distinguished oculist of 
Berlin. In advanced cases of cataract he 
operates with the needle, puncturing the 
cornea (keratonyxis), as was the practice 
of the late Mon. Walther, of Munich—only 
one eye being operated upon when both are 
affected, if the result be successful. He 
entertains, however, the firm conviction that 
cataract may frequently be dispersed in the 
early stage by external remedial means, and 
internal when necessary. One English pa- 
tient, who was considered to be thus cured 
at Graefrath, had for years been almost blind, 
deriving no advantage from the oculists 
whom he had consulted. He now sees 
well; but, whatever he may have had, I 
much doubt from his account the existence } 
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§ of cataract: neither could I see any sign of 
this disease in a lady said to be labouring 
under its incipient form, whose sight, having 
been a good deal used in reading, etc., had 
failed, but was much improved under the 
treatment. Another English lady, however, 
in whom the cataract was apparent in both 
eyes, stated that she could see much better 
since she came to Graefrath. The Hofrath 
mentioned to me a distinguished oculist in 
Vienna, who formerly disbelieved the pos- 
sibility of cataract being absorbed, but who 
had lately, in an appendix to his work, ad- 
mitted its practicability. He does not allow 
to be known the means which he employs 
for this purpose, the prescriptions being only 
made up by the local pharmacien, and pa- 
tients taking with them a sufficient supply 
of the remedies to go on with in their ab- 
sence.! Among the other English patients 
was a lady with incipient conical cornea, 
which had improved under the treatment. 
An American banker (a young man), who, 
from excessive attention to business, had 
become amaurotic, and was nearly blind, 
had not derived any advantage from his 
visit to Graefrath. As constitutional mea- 
sures are not generally employed against 
the local disease, so also strict attention to 
regimen does not seem to be enforced by‘ 
the Hofrath. One patient, of florid aspect, 
and having all the appearance of a bon vivant, 
whose eye was considerably inflamed, and 
who had been treated in England without 
success, had resided for some time in the 
neighbourhood, coming occasionally to visit 
the Hofrath, after having had a stimulating 
ointment (argenti nitras) put in the eye, im- 
mediately went up from the consultation to 
the table d’héte and drank his half bottle of 
wine. 

All the patients whom I saw appeared to 
have the greatest confidence in the Hofrath ; 
some, doubtless, not without good reason, 
having derived benefit after the failure of 
means employed at home; the obscure and 
more difficult cases are of course the excep- 
tion to the generality ; and one cause of the 
improvement which so many experience is 
doubtless greatly owing to the pure air and 
plain living of the place, and also to the 
season of the year being the most favourable 
(very few remain after October) for recovery, 
and less liable to produce aggravation or 





! This pretended remedy, of this German char- 
an, for cataract, is stated, on reliable authority, 
to be nothing but palm oil! 1!—Ed. Med. News. 
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relapses, It is well known that in most/ instituted in this land. It was presided 
Eye Institutions the bulk of the cases are {over by Miss White, a lady who acquired 
less numerous and severe, and are more?a knowledge of the system practised at 


tractable in the summer months than at any 
other time of the year.—Med. Times and 
Gaz., Nov. 24, 1860. 

The Cretins of Abendberg.—In the pro- 
fession of medicine we may accept the 
political maxim, which teaches one nation 
to profit by the misfortunes of another; but 
not in a political sense. We may thus 
profit by the physical misfortunes of others, 
but only when we apply a superior intelli- 
gence to the art of remedying them. Then 
we may learn new methods and new prin- 
ciples, acquire fresh resources, and rise to 
the level of those who have most effectually 
and wisely studied their art, by simple imi- 
tation, or by consenting to learn from 
others, if with the desire to push still further 
their successes. Dr. Guggenbiihl, known 
throughout Europe as the founder and di- 
rector of the insiitution at Abendberg for 
the treatment of cretins, has addressed to 
us various inclosures' descriptive of that 
establishment, in furtherance of the general 
discussion upon which we have recently 
entered, of the existing provision for the 
cure and culture of idiots, and the necessary 
extension and amelioration of their present 
status. The general scope and manner of 
foundation of Dr. Cuggenbiihl’s institution 
are so well known in this country, that we 
shall not need to enter into any minute par. 
ticulars; but a few additional details will 
be interesting. 

Dr. Scoutetten, President of the Medical 
Societies of the Moselle, a distinguished 
physician who lately visited Abendberg, 
speaks of this interesting institution as in 
active and fruitful employ, filled with cases 
of distressing cretinism, of whom there 
were few that did not manifest signs of 
mental regeneration and physical develop- 
ment. It was the eacouraging result of the 
first year’s labour of Dr. Guggenbihl which, 
in 1846, led some philanthropic ladies of 
Bath to attempt something for the poor 
idiots of our own country, who are, in 
many cases, more curable than cretins. 
Hence the Idiot School of Bath arose—the 
first school for training and teaching idiots 

' Die Erforschung des Cretinismus und Blid- 
sinns, nach dem jetzigen Zustande der Naturwis- 
senschaft. Von Dr. Guggenbiihl. Wien, 1860. 


Also, Reports in German, French, and English, 
from Rokitansky, Schroff, Tiirck, and Scoutetten. 


Abendberg, and devoted herself to the 
foundation of this new school. In the same 
way, in the year 1847, out of a deliberation 
whether to send an idiot child to the Abend- 
berg, arose the thought of establishing an 
institution in our own country. So from the 
} Abendberg sprang forth the asylum at 
‘ Highgate, which was subsequently re- 
moved to Essex Hall (Colchester) and Red 
Hill. To this institution of Dr. Guggen- 
bithl may be traced nearly all the efforts 
which have been made in our latest times 
to train and to cultivate the mind and body 
of the idiot. There is, therefore, a central 
interest attaching to this institution, and 
‘the intelligence of its continued success 
daffords a hope of the general radiation 
throughout Europe of the precept and prac- 
tice approved by experience there acquired. 

Dr. Guggenbthl calls attention to the 
highly arched palate of the idiot, as indicat- 
ing atrophy or atresia of the base of the 
brain, no less than depression of the vault 
shows imperfect development of the upper 
convolutions. The first care in training the 
idiot is to ascertain the force of intelligence, 
the instincts, and the sentiments, and so to 
strengthen those of which he is capable, 
that they may supply the place of those 
which are deficient. The first difficulty is 
that of articulation; this is taught in class 
by repeating the names of objects. It is se- 
tiously difficult to combine their attention 
by acommon idea. Dr. Guggenbihl em- 
ploys two means. In the day he strikes 
suddenly a Chinese gong, the sound of 
which deafens the tympanum, silences con- 
versation, and excites a movement of sur- 
prise. Heseizes that moment to commence 
prayers, and then, either by imitation or 
obedience, all the children listen to the 
voice of their master. In the evening he 
employs another resource not less ingeni- 
ously devised. Such pupils as are capable 
of receiving the first notions of reading are 
collected in a darkened chamber, and sud- 
denly on a black board at the end of the 
room they behold a glittering line of fire— 
a letter of the alphabet, traced by the aid 
of a pencil of phosphorus. The rapid line 
of light surprises the children, and attracts 
them to give their attention to what is pass- 
ing. The ois usually drawn first, for from 
this, by simple changes, may be constructed 
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rify this opinion by positive eudiometric re- 
searches, in which he looks forward with 
confidence particularly to British skill and 
British philanthropy.—Zancet, Dec. 1, 1860. 


an a, b, d, g,q, p, &c. By such ingenions : 
means, and, above all, by perseverance in 
them, Dr. Guggenbiihl succeeds in amelio- 
rating the physical condition and strength- ; 
ening the intellect of his unhappy charge; 
and after four, five, or six years they may} Arsenic-eating in Styria—Dr. H. E. 
thus become useful members of the society } Roscoz read an interesting communication 
which they had burdened and deformed. on this subject to Manchester Literary and 

The study of these results has led to the; Philosophical Society (Oct. 30, 1860). Prof. 
issue of commissions by the King of Sar-? Roscoe being anxious to obtain further de- 
dinia, the King of Wurtemburg, the Em- ‘ finite information respecting the extraordi- 
peror of Austria, and the Emperor of ; nary statements of Von Tschudi, quoted by 
France. Formerly, all these countries were } Johnston in his Chemistry of Common Life, 
worse provided with the means of caring ; that persons in Styria are in the habit of 
for their idiot population than even we? regularly taking doses of arsenious acid, 
were. Now they are, for the most part, } varying in quantity from two to five grains 
greatly in advance of us. The labours of} daily, was supplied through the kindness of 
Dr. Guggenbiihl, continually increasing in; his friend Professor Pebal, of Lemberg, 
their success and their extension, demand } with a series of letters written by seventeen 
earnest help, while they should excite pa-; medical men of Styria, to the government 
triotic emulation in every European country. } medical inspector at Gritz, concerning the 

In his last publication, Dr. Guggenbiihl } alleged practice. After reviewing the 
insists upon the necessity of an European} opinions of Dr. Taylor, Mr. Kesteven, and 
statistical inquiry and researches on a level ; Mr. Heisch, upon the subject, and having 
with the present state of the natural sciences, : mentioned the results and conclusions ar- 
to arrive at final conclusions on the difficult ; rived at by those who had previously inter- 
and complicated question of the cause of} ested themselves with the subject, Mr. 
cretinism and idiocy. Meanwhile, he has’ Roscoe stated that all the letters received 





the satisfaction of seeing his work more} from the medical men in Styria agree in 
and more imitated and appreciated in all} acknowledging the general prevalence of a 
quarters of Europe, even in those which } belief that certain persons are in the habit 
have hitherto been backward. Commis- } of continually taking arsenic in quantities 
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sioners from several countries have this 
year visited the Abendberg to make them- 
selves acquainted with the method of treat- 


ment: from Paris has come Dr. Parchappe, ' 


the Emperor Napoleon the Third having } 
given 50,000 francs for founding a large } 
cretin hospital in Savoy ; from the Russian 
Government, Dr. Ther, the Emperor hav- 


usually supposed sufficient to produce 
death. Many of the reporting medical 
men had no experience of the practice ; 
others describe certain cases of arsenic- 
eating which have not come under their 
personal notice, but which they have been 
told of by trustworthy people whose names 
are given; whilst others, again, report 


ing ordered that a series of such institutions ; upon cases which they themselves have 
should be founded in Russia; from Spain { observed. Professor Roscoe proceeded to 
came Dr. Pryadas, who is employed in fur- } bring forward, in the first place, evidence 


thering the work in his native country; 
while the Austrian Government has re- 
cently decided to build a new hospital in 
the Alps. These wide-spread efforts can- 
not fail to produce results valuable to hu- 
manity. Dr. Guggenbihl utters an aspira- 
tion that they may be fertile in scientific 





investigation the chief cause of this afflic- 


bearing upon the question—Is or is not ar- 
senious acid, or arsenic in any other form, 
well known to, and distributed amongst 
the people of Styria? He said that he had 
received six grammes of a white substance 
forwarded by Professor Gottlieb, in Gratz, 
accompanied by a certificate from the dis- 
trict judge of Knittfield in Styria, stating 
that this substance was brought to him by 


tion of the human race may be ascertained. {a peasant woman who told him that she 
He is himself disposed to attribute it to ‘‘a ‘had seen her farm- labourer eating it, and 
kind of malaria which predisposes to this ; that she gave it up to justice to put a stop 
epidemic degeneration of human nature.’’ ; to so evil a practice. An accurate chemical 
Dr. Guggenbihl proposes, however, to ve- ‘analysis showed that the substance was 


results, and especially that by systematic 
2 
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pure arsenious acid. Extracts from many 
of the reports of the medical men were 
then read, all stating that arsenious acid, 
called ‘‘ Hidrach”’ by the Styrian peasants, 
is well known and widely distributed in 
that country. The second question to 
which Mr. Roscoe sought to obtain an an- 
swer was, whether arsenic is or is not re- 
gularly taken by persons in Styria in 
quantities usually supposed to produce im- 
mediate death? The most narrowly ex- 
amined, and therefore the most interesting 
case of arsenic eating is one recorded by 
Dr. Schifer. In presence of Dr. Knappe, 
of Oberzehring, a man thirty years of age 
and in robust health, ate, on the 22d Feb- 
ruary, 1860, a piece of arsenious acid 
weighing four grains and a half; and on the 
23d, another piece weighing five grains and. 
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the glass stopper of which could not by any 
means be taken out, had lain for years un- 
disturbed on a shelf in his laboratory, when, 
without any obvious cause, it exploded, 
breaking the bottle into small fragments, 
and dispersing them, along with the chlo- 
ride, with violence’ to a distance in all 
directions. This explosion Dr. Hoffmann 
attributed to a spontaneous decomposition 
of the chloride of lime, a substance not 
hitherto known to be capable of producing 
such an effect. 

Some days since an explosion took place 
in the shop of a chemist in Colliergate, 
York. One of the large show-bottles which 
stood in the window suddenly burst with a 
report described as resembling a cannon; 
the plate-glass window was shattered, and 
the glass vessels were blown to atoms. 


ahalf. His urine was carefully examined} Three years ago the following occurred 
and shown to contain arsenic; on the 24th ;to myself. I had procured from London a 


he went away in his usual health. He in- 
formed Dr. Knappe that he was in the ha- 
bit of taking the above quantities three or 
four times each week. A number of other 
cases, witnessed by the medical men them- 
selves, of persons eating arsenic, were then 
detailed. Dr. Holler, of Hartberg, says 
that he and other persons, named in his 
report, guarantee that they are together 
acquainted with forty persons who eat ar- 
senic ; and Dr. Forcher, of Gratz, gives a 
list of eleven people in his neighbourhood 
who indulge in the practice. Professor 
Roscoe did not think it necessary to trans- 
late the reports in extenso; he gave ex- 
tracts containing the portions immediately 
bearing upon the two questions at issue, and 
deposited authentic copies of the original 
reports with the Society, for the purpose-of 
reference. He concluded that decisive evi- 
dence had, in his opinion, been brought 
forward, not only to prove that arsenic is 
well known and widely distributed in Styria, 
but that it is likewise regularly eaten, for 
what purpose he did not at the moment in- 
vestigate, in quantities usually considered 
sufficient to produce immediate death.— 
British Med. Jour., Nov. 24, 1860. 

Spont s Expl of Glass. By M. 
Donovan, Esq., Hon. Mem. Philadelphia 
Coll. of Pharmacy.—Some phenomena have 
lately occurred which appear to merit atten- 
tion, as they might have been attended with 
dangerous consequences. Dr. Hoffmann 
states that a large bottle of chloride of lime, 








four-ounce bottle of what professed to be 
iodide of sulphur; but as it did not in any 
respect resemble that substance, I set it 
aside without removing the stopper, which 
stuck fast. In a year after, wishing to con- 
vert the bottle to use, I attempted to remove 
the stopper, but could not. I then tried to 
effect my object by striking the side of the 
stopper with a piece of wood, in the manner 
commonly practised. I had no sooner given 
the stopper the first stroke, and a gentle 
one it was, than an explosion as loud as a 
small pistol-shot took place; the body of 
the bottle was shivered, some of it almost 
into dust ; the room (a large one) was filled 
with a cloud of the yellowish powder which 
the bottle had contained; and three of my 
fingers were gashed in a manner which 
gave me great pain; the cicatrices even to 
the present hour occasionally sting me. 

I succeeded in collecting a sufficiency of 
this powder for examination. Its colour was 
pale yellow ; it was proved not to contain a 
particle of iodine; it burned, on a hot iron, 
entirely away, with the characteristic flame 
of sulphur. I could discover nothing in it 
but sulphur in the state of hydrate, or what 
is called lac sulphuris, and such I believed 
it to be. 

I have more than once witnessed the 
spontaneous fracture of a glass vessel into 
curious zigzags, the parts still holding toge- 
ther. I attributed the occurrence to imper- 
fect annealing, or to whatever the principle 
is that causes the explosion of Prince Ru- 
pert’s drops. The explosion of my bottle 
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seems inconsistent with the notion of a 
radical force acting from within, but agrees 
well with the supposition of some molecular 
repulsive ageney between the particles of 
the glass which had been long constrained 
and overpowered by their cohesion, until 
the vibration of the stroke given to the 
stopper determined the balance of power. 
I am not sure that this explanation has 
much meaning in it, but I can suggest no 
other. Whatever may be the cause, it is 
probable that the explosion of the chemist’s 
show-bottle was of the same kind. Such 
bottles generally contain merely water co- 
loured by metallic salts or other non-fer- 
mentable substances. Perhaps the explosion 
of Dr. Hoffmann’s bottle may have occurred 
in the same manner; and perhaps the three 
cases may have been explosion of the glass, 
and not of the contents of the bottle. Be 
this as it may, we derive the caution to be 
on our guard when we have to do with 
bottles the ground glass stoppers of which 
have been closely adhering for a length of 
time, and obstinately resist being removed. 


Poisoning by Green Paper.—On Friday, 
the 9th of November, an inquest was held 
at Highbury, Islington, before Mr. Wakley, 
touching the death of Clarence W. King, son 
of William Thackerah King, Esq., of Beres- 
ford Lodge, Highbury, aged three years and 
a half. The evidence of the father and the 
nurse having been given, the medical at- 
tendant of the family, J. B. Metcalfe, Esq., 
M. R. C.S., was examined, who stated that 
he was called to visit the child on-Thursday 
morning, the Ist inst., being informed that 
it was in a fit. On his arrival, the convul- 
sions had ceased, but the little boy was in a 
semi-comatose state. He learned that the 
child had felt chilly, and had been sick; 
had refused his breakfast, and therefore had 
taken nothing since his supper on the pre- 
vious evening. He had fallen from the sofa 
two or three days previously, and there was 
a very slight bruise apparent on the fore- 
head. In the evening the symptoms seemed 
to be somewhat relieved by the remedies ad- 
ministered, but during the night he became 
excessively restless; and another child (a 
little sister) being also seized with convul- 
sions, followed by violent screaming and co- 
pions dysenteric discharge from the bowels, 
the medical gentleman was again sent for, 
and on his arrival found the child first affected 
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in a state of collapse. Thinking the appear- 
ances suspicious, and the more so because 
three months before both these children had 
been almost simultaneously attacked in a 
similar manner, he began to search more 
minutely into the causes likely to have given 
rise to these seizures, and discovered that 
they had during the last few days been 
playing with their toys in the cupboard of 
the breakfast-rvom, which room was papered 
with a green flock paper; that two or three 
days previously they had been amused by 
helping to clear out one of these cupboards, 
and that the little boy had sucked a piece of 
lace which he found amongst the books and 
toys there. 

These circumstances seeming to confirm 
his suspicions, he directed the evacuations to 
be preserved, and sent them to Dr. Letheby 
for analysis. Meanwhile every effort was 
made, by the application of warmth, admi- 
nistration of ammonia, and constant supplies 
of warm milk, to rally the little sufferer, 
but of no avail, Alternations of repose and 
violent tetanic convulsions continued during 
the day, and he died thirty-eight hours after 
the commencement of the attack. 

A post-mortem examination was per- 
formed, and the stomach with its contents, 
part of the liver, and the sigmoid flexure of 
the colon, were forwarded to Dr. Letheby, 
and at the same time portions of the green 
paper. 

Dr. Letheby’s report was as follows: 
‘“The paper is coloured with arsenite of 
copper, or Scheele’s green; and it is so 
loosely attached to the surface that it brushes 
off most readily. The quantity of poisonous 
pigment amounts to nearly one-third the 
weight of the paper, and therefore it is highly 
dangerous in its nature. I have examined 
the stomach, and find that it contains dis- 
tinct evidences of arsenic; so also do the 
liver and the evacuations; but the quantity 
of the poison in the last two is not nearly 
so large as that in the stomach.”’ 

The coroner remarked that he and a son 
had experienced headache from sitting in a 
room hung with such paper; and he having 
summed up, the jury returned a verdict to 
the following effect: ‘‘ That Clarence Wil- 
liam King had been poisoned by the inhala- 
tion of arsenical fumes which had escaped 
from the green paper of a certain sitting- 
room, and that the manufacturer of such 
paper had been guilty of very careless and 
culpable conduct.’’—Zuncet, Nov. 17, 1860. 
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Consumption of Tobacco in France.—The } bark were of little service. Of typhus and 
consumption of tobacco in France increases} typhoid there were 20,062 cases, with 
in an immence proportion. In 1815 it was} 15,556 recoveries and 3415 deaths. Cholera 
only 53 000,000 Ibs., and in 1858, 173,000,000? prevailed epidemically in some places, not 
Ibs., having in that time more than tripled. } quite half those attacked dying. Of dysen- 
In a period of 47 years, it produced to thes tery there were 138.90 deaths to 1000 re- 
Treasury a gross sum of 4,386,794,264 fr.,:coveries; and of acute exanthemata there 
and a net amount of 3,044,079,306 fr. The were 71.14 deaths to 1000 recoveries. Croup 
sale of tobacco, as is known, isa government prevailed epidemically in various places, 
monopoly, and the gross receipts from it are § 533 deaths occurring from among 1809 cases. 
set down in the budget of the present year; There were 9648 patients suffering from 
at 183,000,000 fr. From that sum, however, } tuberculosis with 4430 deaths, from scor- 
must be deducted 15,424,000 fr. for salaries ;$ butus 3437 with 252 deaths, 28,952 from 
12,437,200 fr. for rent, buildings, wages to; syphilis with 237 deaths. Of 115 persons 
workmen, repairs, supplies of paper, enve-$ bitten by animals with rabies 23 became 
lops, salt, and casks ; 211,000 fr. for indem- ? affected with hydrophobia, all dying. The 
nities to departments in which the plant is$ bite of the wolf has been found to be more 
cultivated ; 205,000 fr. for fees to experts ;$ dangerous than that of the dog. There 
43,009,000 fr. for purchase of foreign and} were 2 cases of acute glanders in man. 
native tobacco; and 96,933 fr for extraor- ; There were 933 major operations performed 
dinary services; total, 57,501,533 fr; thus? during the year, the patients recovering in 
leaving a balance of 125,498,467 fr. in the$838 and dying in 95. Of these, 248 were 
Treasury. The increase in the price of? amputations of the large limbs, with 205 
tobacco just imposed will raise the receipts, } recoveries and 43 deaths: 24 disarticulations, 
it is estimated, to about 220,000,000 fr.— ; with 3 deaths: 14 resections, 78 lithotomy 
Lancet, November 3, 1860. operations, 90 extirpations of cancer, 49 

_ cataract operations, 28 for phymosis and 
paraphymoasis, 3 tenotomy vuperations, 9 
herniotomies, and 2 tracheotomies.—Med. 
Times and Gaz., Dec. 1, 1860, from Deutsche 
Klinik, No. 40. 


Dupuytren on Tobacco Smoking.—‘'1 
cannot understand the progress of this 
filthy custom among educated people. It 
is, indeed, incredible that a man of liberal 
education should consent thus deliberately _ 
to debase his intellect; that a man, who has? Regulations for the Admission of Foreign 
enjoyed the pleasures of literary and scien- § Medicinal Substances into Russia.—The St. 
tific information, should prefer to the sub- 3 Petersburg Journal contains a decree of the 
lime pleasures of the mind the ignoble plea- $ Medical Council of Russia upon this matter. 
sure of rendering himself disgusting to all? Russia has for a number of years been the 
about him.””"—Med. Times and Gaz., Nov.) centre and privileged territory of inventors 
24, 1860. of all kinds, and from every country. As 
long as more or less new or useful inventions 





Russian Civil Hospitals in 1858.—Ac 
cording to the report for 1858, just issued by 





in industry, commerce, or the arts were 
concerned, the authorities have only inter- 


the Russian Government, the entire number $ ferred for the granting the patent, leaving 
of persons received into these in 1858 } the public as the sole judge of the merit of 


amounted to 293,153, of which number 
246,747 recovered, 24,583 died, and 21,823 
remained under treatment ; so that the mor- 
tality was about 8385 per 1000. Inflam. 
matory, rheumatic, gastric, and especially 


the invention. But when dangerous products 
are concerned, such as chemical or pharma- 
ceutical substances, which by their very 
nature escape all appreciation by the public, 
competent authority, whose duty it is to 


catarrhal fever occupied the first rank. No watch over the health of all, ought to inter- 


part of the Empire escaped the influenza, 


vene in order to protect the purchasers against 





but nowhere did it exhibit marked malignity.> error and charlatanism. The number of 
3 2 2 si 

The same observation may be made con- {new medicines prepared abroad and offered 

cerning ague, which, however, assumed a? to the public through prospectuses and ad- 

bad form in the St. Petersburg district. In$vertisements, becomes every day greater, 

several places Fowler’s solution was found ?and demands for permission to import new 

to be of efficacy, while the preparations of {remedies flow in from all parts of Europe. 
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If the Medical Council were to listen to all 
these inventors of secret medicines indis- 
criminately, and reply to the voluminous 
memoirs which accompany their samples, 
time would not suffice; it would, in the 
examination of pretended discoveries, the 
compositions of which are usually based 
on neither science or common sense, but on 
interested calculations, lose precious time 
which should be devoted to serious ques- 
tions. To avoid such loss and to prevent 
foreign inventors of secret remedies, under- 
going needless trouble and expense, the 
Council publishes an extract from the Rus- 
sian code of what relates to medicinal sub- 
stances brought from abroad. Every in- 
ventor must transmit to the Medical Coun- 
cil a specimen of his invention, accompanied 
by a note indicating its ingredients. The 
Council causes an analysis to be made, and 
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number of years at the price determined on— 
the secret of the composition being revealed 
at the end of such period. Moreover, the 
Medical Council will not proceed to the ex- 
amination of any of these substances, unless 
they have been already approved of by the 
medical bodies of the country to which the 
inventor belongs, if their employment is 
dangerous, if their preparation implies costly 
apparatus or special qualification, and if they 
will not keep well after they have been pre- 
pared.—Jbid., from Union Méd., No. 135. 
University of Edinburgh.—The increase 
in the number of students in the University, 
which was marked last year, continues this 
session. We understand that Lord John 
Russell’s eldest son has this year matricu- 
lated in the University, in which his father 
was a student fifty years ago.— Med. Times 








if it recognizes the substance as likely to be 3and Gaz., Nov. 17. 

useful, it regulates its employment, and fixes _ 

the price. If the proposed remedy is of; Ositruary Recorp.—Died, in Dublin, on 
really a serious character, ao that it is proved ;the 1st of December, of apoplexy, after only 
to be better than similar ones in use, or while three hours’ illness, Sin Henry Marsu, 
of equal efficacy with them it can be more 3 Bart, M. D., in the 70th year of hisage. Dr. 
easily employed and sold cheaper, the $Marsh has during the last thirty years occu- 
Council may accord to the inventor the Spied the foremost place among the medical 
privilege of an exclusive sale for a certain $practitioners of Dublin. 





Diphtheria.—This terrible disease, in regard to the ravages of which in 
France and Great Britain we have, of late years, heard so much, has been 
prevailing during the past two years in various places throughout this vast 
country, carrying fear and desolation into many families. We hear of it 
in numerous points from the Atlantic.to the Pacific, and from the lakes to 
the Gulf. It has presented itself in its most virulent form in the New 
England States, the northern portion of the State of New York, in Ken- 
tucky, at some places in the Mississippi Valley, and in California. The 
deep interest which this disease has aroused, induced the Trustees of the 
Fiske Fund to offer a prize for the best essay on the subject, and, as already 
announced, this was awarded to Dr. D. D. Stang, of Boston. This very 
elaborate Essay is published in the January No. of the American Journal 
of the Medical Sciences. Believing that the readers of the Journal would 
desire to have the whole of this Essay laid at once before them, the pub- 
lishers have with that view considerably enlarged the January No. 

That number also contains elaborate and interesting papers by Prof. 
Austin Ft1nt, of the New Orleans School of Medicine; Prof. HamMMonp, 
of the University of Maryland; Prof. Datton, of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, New York; with numerous other highly useful practical 
communications, also Reviews, Bibliographical Notices, a Quarterly Sum- 
mary of the Progress of Medicine, &c. 





